EVERYTHING IN THE

E GARDEN’S LOVELY

From wild flowers for your borders to sizzling smokers
for your patio, start the horticuttural season in style
with these bright outdoor essentials, says Lena Comer

GLASS ROOMS / GLASS HOUSES / GLASS VERANDAS / ATRIUMS

Dreams of Summers

ummer is most
definitely upon us and
if you haven't already
i 0, it's high

outside spance

Whether it's a tiny
serap of land or acres of rolling lawns,
et the basies right and your garden
will shine whatevor the weather is.

Dutdoor dining
It’s alwaye worth keeping one eye on
the other side of the Atlantic when it
Gomvs to alfresco dining, becanse
they are way ahead of us in terms of
barberting trends. Americans have
had long been ohsessed with the type
of charcoal or wood they cook with,
because different types impart differ-
ent favours to the meat. [t's an idea
that is taking ofT over here, too. At
wrwwefordsmokercouk you will find
every type of fued imaginable (wood,
bricpaittes, chips, flakes) in different
favours (apple, hickory, oak, maple)
from just £3. And it tells you which
ones worl well for what cuts of meat.

Mearmwhile, Devon-based barbeeue
chsessive David Wright, who turned
his hoby into a business, says this
sprrumer’s big soller is a smple alu-
[necak (from £39.99, wewplanet
barbecue.couk). Wright also says
he's noticed a big increase in the

fior smokers, which are

essentinlly barberues with lids, idanl
for use all year round (from £89.09),
s well a8 rotisseries, which people
are buying to stick over their barbe-
cues. “[t's the easy option.” he says.
“Tt's really hard to burn meat on &
rotisserie so you can sit back and
Thave glacs of wine while it cooks.

“The fat drips onto the charcoal,
which smolces, so you get a lovel
flzavour on the cutside and the meat

fire bowls. The Kadal Fire Bowl,
which was once used for cookirs
cerernonies neross India, s a par-
ticularty good one (from £164,
wwrwthebestdressedgarden conk).
And, if vou've gone to all that trouble
m;Empareyw: ok, you might as
well serve it on something sice.
Check out Sagaform for a brifliant
spring/summer outdoor range
(wwraformahouse.couk) or wwwmnet-
tlegreen.couk for one of the UK

Best in show
fclocion sa from top
beft) garden furniture
from The Best Dressed
Garden; Farrow B Ball
masonry pabnt; a bird
feeder from The Best
Dressed Garders wild
Thowers at Chelsea
Flower Show; Nettle
Green bowls; the Kadal
fire pits a Nettle Grean
oWt Hae chair;
Vegetal chair
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outdoors, too, Sojust as there
wae o trend o while back for

| creating feature walls within the

ham 3 oW 4 big trend for

outdoor tiles. Habib
range of traditional hand
Moroccan ones (from £7
square metre, www b -
interiors.com). Or you can add a
splash of colour to exieting walls
using Farrow & Ball's fabudous
oxtorior IOy Fange,
which has a paletfe of over
100 colours (fve Btres, £45
wwwinrrow-ball.eom). Or you
can bild your ow
will - bau-outdoorscouk do

garden screens ther
bamboo or teak for 2250,

Also, we are secing a rse
I super-turable cutdoor
fabrice - 5o just ax you would
in your sitting reom, you can
customise everything from
your dechehair to your
cushions. Fabries &

Papéers (www.iakric
sandpapors com) have
good range starting from
£52 a metre. And as if thats
oot enough of the inside out,

sr-furniture site

Suddenty that Bttle old lawn is
begrinning to look 2 little dated.

Furniture
This season’s garden furniture is
also looking like somethlng we
wotaldn't be ashamed to have in our
kitchens. Cut goes the heavywelght
teak and t5 that you
can barel t
in come light, Rexible, low-mainte-
nance furniehingee in an prray of
cheerful hues.
Testimony to this trend is
ETle Dveowation, which has devoted
pages and pages of ils
brightly coloured kit for €
“People have been scares
duacing colour to thelr gard
Jare Blakeborough, of wy
dressedparden couk. “Many
dening shops just did exterior prod-
ucts in & range of browns and
grreons but that is changing now and
colour & coming in
Checic out the Hee range of
|ounge and dining chairs, which
come ln sunny lemon, squa snd
green by Hiy, or the Vegetal chair
b Vitra {from £140, wersclollipop-
shoppe.coul). Or there's the ultra-
modern fibreglass Supernatural
chair ina range of colours, including
sen, arange and turguolse (98,
AT - ) - w

LT

i

JOBS FOR JUNE

W ater, water. water. It looks |ike it
will b 3 dry SUrmMEr S0 Make sure
everything is property watered.
Consider buying an automatic-water-
Ing system to deliver siraight to the pot
at the optimum time of day (early
mormning). They start at around £30 and
will gasily pay for themseives when
wou come back: from holiday and find
your window bowes don't need
compigte restocking.

W piant out sumimer bedding like
dahdias. gladicli and cannas,

W Thin out the woakest stems of your
best dedphinium and phiox plants for
better fliower power on the others,

¥ pse ghyphosate weedkdller on reaily
permicious weeds like bindweed and
bramibles - you have to deal with them
while they are stiil in full growth, which
SIOWS OO after the soistice,

Plants

Did you remember to sow that wild-
flower meadow back in early
spring? Let's hope so, beeause this

swaths of solid blocks of colour for a

Salvia Nemonoss and Knautia
Macedonica tocreate much more
£ chowrork planting,”

Blakehorough says.

Other trenc clude combining
tal plants - such as climb-
with edible an

£ sigm trend i the
e of the Bving wall, or vertical
garden, which atready feels like its
been everywhere before ith really
started. Check out preen-walleouk,
which provides stainless-steel growing
systems that easily sttach to most
etandard structures (from 10
per square metra), 5

Or vertignrden.couk, which pro-
vides calour-themed packs to give

“It’s a big trend becauwse hall of the
UK are less than




